
Official Echo Tree  
 To commemo-

rate Echoõs 20th year 

as a Tree City USA, 

the city will be nam-

ing an official òEchoó 

Tree. Residents will 

be able to vote for a 

city tree from ten 

nominated trees:  A ballot is enclosed, or you 

can stop by city hall to view a display showing 

photos of each tree.  

 A 2.5ó Caliper Akebono Flowering 

Cherry will be planted in the George Park. It 

is a Yoshino Cherry, which is the variety that 

grows along the Tidal Basin in Washington, 

DC. A plaque   commemorating the Tree City 

anniversary & the stateõs 150th birthday will 

be placed at the base of the tree.   

 If you have 

ideas for more ways 

to commemorate 

these anniversaries, 

please feel free to let 

us know at city hall 

or contact a council 

member.   

Paving /Transportation  
 At long last residents in the Northeast 

section of town are getting the deteriorated 

side streets paved.  As graders widen the road 

for the 22õ wide overlay, it looks like a free-

way. An Oregon Dept. of Transportation 

(ODOT) grant is providing $25,000 of the cost 

of paving E. 

B u c k l e y , 

E.Bridge, E. Main 

& E. Sprague. 

However due to 

the high cost of 

asphalt, the city 

has had to add 

$21,000 in accu-

mulated gas tax funds to the project.  

 Granite NW was the only bidder on the 

project last fall.  They began work on the road 

Monday morning.  A few pot holes around 

town will also be patched.   

 Transportation Enhancement  

 Thanks to everyone who sent emails 

and letters of support for the Echo Downtown  

Improvement Project application for an ODOT 

Transportation Enhancement (TE) grant.  The 

city was placed on a list of 31 finalists (out of 

105) projects submitted for TE grants.  How-

ever the 31 projects total over $30 million in  

requests and ODOT only has $13 million to 

award, so we may not make the final cut.  
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Thanksgiving Dinner  
 The Echo Community Churchõs annual 

free Thanksgiving Dinner 

will be Saturday, Novem-

ber 22 from noon to 2 pm. 

It is open to the public.  

America in Bloom  
 Results from this years America in 

Bloom (AIB) program have arrived. We re-

ceived 759.5 points out of a potential 941 and  

bloom rating of 4 out of 

5.  We also received a 

special  mention for 

Heritage Conservation.  

 Judges Com-

ments:  òThe majestic 

rolling terrain is 
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washed with only about 

eight inches of annual 

rain and is quite arid in 

natureéThe challenge of 

growing successful cash 

crops in the desert is be-

ing creatively met by the 

ingenuity of the local 

ranchers and agri -

business community. A budding winery busi-

ness is making its mark on the local economy.  

The judges feel the new direction has great po-

tential to boost the local economy and create a 

source for tourismé.One forward-thinking 

and civic minded rancher is buying and adap-

tively reusing buildings in town for offices, etc. 

This effort in tandem with the City of Echo is 

forging new directions, hopes and possibilities 

for the community.  Efforts commended by the 

judges as outstanding examples of planning 

for the future are Echo Heights...The Aquifer 

Recharge Projecté 

 Despite the arid climate, Echo parks are 

standouts; each a literal oasis of green and 

shade in a sun drenched region. 

...Congratulations to Echo for the insight and 

effort in developing the parks and golf course, 

providing ògreen islands of reprieveó for resi-

dents and visitors alike.   

 Echo is more than a typical dusty west-

ern town.  It has heritage and culture.  While 

the website touches on history of the area, the 

legacy in the museums is a must see first hand 

to realize the story it has to tell. From build-

ings listed on the National Register, to Chinese 

labor brought in to build the railroad, to the 

lore of Lewis and Clark and the Oregon Trail.  

These sites òechoó from 

the past.ó Comments on 

each of the 8 criteria 

are listed and next 

month we will provide 

information on sugges-

tions.  

 Heritage: 110 

out of 125 points. Two 

categories very good 

the rest between very 

good and excellent.  òEcho has made a Hercu-

lean effort to preserve its heritage. The accom-

plishments to date have to be the envy of any 

large community. From the numerous artifacts 

and memorabilia at Echo Historical Museum 

and China House to Fort Henrietta and Ore-

gon Trail sites the judges were left with a sense 

of contemplation -something happened here 

worth the telling, worth the hearing.  

 The archived material, both photos and 

written, along with books and historical bro-

chures and interpretive signage combine for a 

considerable amount for a community of less 

than seven hundred. Echo should be very 

proud of this accomplishmentéó 

 Urban Forestry:  74.5 out of 95 points. 

All but community involvement in tree plant-

ing were ranked 

very good to ex-

cellent. òEcho is 

commended for 

its efforts in es-

tablishing and 

maintaining an 

urban forestry 

program in an 

arid, windy and 

extreme climate.  The judges also recognize 

Echo Tree City USA status for 19 consecutive 

years...The cast shadows, of especially the lar-

ger trees in the parks, create a veritable oasis 

for humans and wildlife when contrasted 

against the surrounding tree -less landscapes of 

the region.ó 

 Landscaped Areas:  98 of 125 points. 

The municipal sector scoring was between 

very good and excellent, while the Commercial 

Sector was good and Private was good to very 

good.  This yearõs judges took an opposing 

view of concrete curbing in public gardens to 

that of previous judges who loved the curbing. 

They felt it was expensive and required more 

weed-eating. òThe Echo Golf Course is in won-

derful condition considering Echoõs climate re-

straints. The landscaped holes which include 

flowering herbaceous perennials and annuals 

are beautiful. Other businesses could benefit by 

the leading of the golf course.   (cont. pg. 5)


