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Water 
 “In the May newsletter there was an 

article about reducing the use of indi-

vidual water bottles. Oregon is ahead 

of Florida as it is imposing a $.05 per 

bottle recycling fee on small water 

bottles.  The article was not aimed at 

reducing use of large refillable bottles 

such as those supplied by Desert 

Sewer Upgrades/Rates 
 The City Council will discuss raising 

sewer rates at the June 19 council meeting.  

Proposed is increasing Residential rates from 

$29 to $36 with July 1  bill and $43 with July 

1, 2009 bill.  

 The city is operating under a Mutual 

Agreement with DEQ because our system can 

no longer meet stricter Umatilla River dis-

charge limits. We have completed a study 

which provides a plan for improvements as 

well as cost estimates.  The total project is es-

timated to cost about $2.1 million.   

 The city is hoping to get $1 million in 

grants, but the balance will come from reve-

nue bonds-basically 

earmarking part of the 

sewer system receipts 

to repay the loan(s).  

In order to qualify for 

grants and loans, the 

city is required to  

charge customers the 

state average sewer 

rate. Depending on the agency this would be 

between $42 and $48 per month. 

Water Infiltration 
 In addition to the Umatilla River qual-

ity problems, the sewer system is facing prob-

lems from water infiltration. We had a firm 

run a camera through lines where the city 

crew believed the infiltration originated and 

found numerous places, primarily along Gar-

field Street, where the water is pouring into 

the system around deteriorated gaskets. This 

has resulted in water flows to the lagoons 

more than doubling from under 45,000 gallons 

per day to 90,000-100,000 gpd. This probably 

has been extreme this year due to the long pe-

Income Survey 
 The city would like to thank the nearly 

50 households who filled out the survey on in-

come levels. Based on your response we were 

able to provide statistics that supported the 

need for a new income survey. 

 Within the next couple of months, Great

-er Eastern Oregon Development Corporation 

(GEODC) will contact residents about comple-

tion of an income survey.  Please complete the 

survey, as if we do not have over 51% low to 

moderate income households we do not qualify 

for grants for the sewer system upgrades. 

riod the Feed Canal flowed. 

 The infiltration means that lift station 

pumps are over working, the lagoons do not 

have the storage capacity to hold this extra 

water and it throws off the treatment process. 

As a result we are going to have to fix this sec-

tion of sewer line ASAP. 

Library Book Sale 
 The library summer Book Sale will be 

June 17 through 20th, 23 & 24 in the city hall 

auditorium from 10 am to 4 pm. The sale in-

cludes  new Scholastic Books & used library 

books. Proceeds provide prizes for the Summer 

Reading Program. 
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Tom Enright 
 There is a big hole 

in Echo with the passing 

of Tom Enright last week.  

Tom and Janie Enright were 

“a go to couple”. They were in-

volved in most community and 

school events and organizations and 

Tom was never able to say no. Tom was a vol-

unteer fire fighter, chief and assistant chief 

with the Echo Fire District for three decades, 

on the City Budget Committee, helped organ-

ize Fort Henrietta Days and was President of 

the Echo Historical Museum Board.  

 The family has asked for memorials to 

go to the Echo Museum or Echo Fire District. 

Library Donations 
Lorraine Bance  72 Videos 

Patty Cisneros  19 books 

Sharon & Marshall Lilly 6 books 

Fritz Ramos   16 books 

Anna Zacharias  5 books 

Velma Laughlin Memorial Donations: $115 

Summer Reading Program 
 The Annual Summer Reading Program: 

òCatch the Reading Bugó sign up will begin 

June 17. The program will 

run through July 29. The 

story time will be on Thurs-

days at 2 pm during the sum-

mer and return to Tuesday at 

9 am during the school year. 

Prizes will be awarded based 

on top readers in each age 

group. Each participating child will receive at 

least one book. 

 Two programs are scheduled this 

summer:  Harts Reptile World will kick off 

the program with a program Thursday June 

Springs Bottled Water. The intention was not 

to downplay the importance of firms like De-

sert Springs and the service they provide.  In 

fact there are many rural areas where the wa-

ter quality is poor and Desert Springs pro-

vides potable water to them.  In fact, there 

was an article in EO telling about a local pri-

vate water system that has Nitrate levels of 

15mg/L, whereas levels of 10 mg/L are consid-

ered dangerous. Also in many communities 

chlorination degrades the taste of the water, 

which is why you see Desert Springs Water 

dispensers in so many Hermiston businesses. 

19 at 2 pm in the Ma-

sonic Lodge. Harts Rep-

tile world was here two 

years ago and children & 

adults loved seeing the rep-

tiles and even touching a 

few of them. 

 Bend, Oregon Magician Bill Mitchell 

will be here Wed. July 16 at 11 am in the 

city hall auditorium. 

Donations 
 The City has received $500 in 

memorial donations in Velma 

Laughlin’s name. The family hopes 

to use the funds for a decorative 

fountain in the George Park Rose 

Garden. 

 Donation to the Arboretum have been 

received in memory of Kenny Coppinger and 

Tom Enright. 

China House 

Dale Fife has donated two railroad padlocks to 

the Chinese House Museum 

America in Bloom 

Donations received in May for AIB include: 

Les Schwab   $100 

RDO Equipment  $100 

Credits, Inc.     $50 

Swim Bus 
 The School is running a 

swim bus this summer on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays. Lunch will be 

served from 11:30 am  to noon and 

then the bus will leave for the park. 

Yard of the Month: 
Mike Bridge, corner of Dale  

& Kennedy. 


