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LivCom Meeting & Potluck 
 The City and Echo Kiwanis Club are 

hosting a town hall meeting and potluck to 

learn about the International Awards for 

Liveable Cities presentation in London in 

November on January 15 at the city hall 

auditorium at 6:30 pm.  The main dish, 

punch and coffee will be provided.   

 Everyone is invited to attend and 

bring a dessert, salad or side dish. 

grease that slips down your 

drain multiplied several 

thousand times solidifying as 

it cools, sticking to the in-

sides of sewer pipes, trapping 

food particles and all kinds of 

other debris in the wastewa-

ter. Over time, this messy mass can grow until 

the flow of water is obstructed and sewage be-

g i n s  t o  b a c k  u p . 

Where  does  grease  come f rom? 

Most of us know grease as a byproduct of cook-

ing. Grease is found in such things as: Meat 

Fats, Lard, Cooking oil, Shortening, Butter and mar-

garine, Food scraps, Baking goods, Sauces & Dairy 

Products.  

 Home garbage disposals do not keep 

grease out of the plumbing system. Commercial 

additives, including detergents that claim to 

dissolve grease may pass it down the line and 

cause problems in other areas: Blockage of your 

lines & backup of sewage with the potential for 

contact with disease-causing organisms; In-

creased operation and maintenance costs for 

the city sewer department, which causes 

higher sewer bills for customers. 

 Here are a few steps you can take to 

help prevent this problem :  1. Do not put 

dairy products, fats, oil, grease or greasy foods 

down the garbage disposal or drain. 2. Freeze 

small amounts of fats, oils and grease in a lid-

ded container and dispose of it in a trash recep-

tacle. 3. Mix small amounts of cooking oil with 

an absorbent material such as cat litter or cof-

fee grounds, place it in a lidded container and 

dispose of it in a trash receptacle. 4. Wipe addi-

tional grease from pots, pans and plates with a 

paper towel before placing them in the sink or 

dishwasher. ò  

Grease & DebrisñCostly  
 There has been an increasing prob-

lem with the build up of grease in the  

sewer. The cost to remove the grease from 

the wet well was over $1000.  In addition a 

clogged line on Bridge and Bonanza was 

found.  Another problem 

discovered last week was a 

mop handle, rebar & sticks 

in the sewer lines.  These 

items act as dams, with 

grease & other debris 

building up around them to 

block lines. Please educate your children not to 

deposit anything down holes in the manholes. 

A Little Grease Can Cause Big Problems! 

The following information was provided by 

the Hastings, NE Utility department:  

 òGrease can enter the sewer system 

at virtually any point, including your 

kitchen sink. You might think that it canõt 

do any harm to allow a small amount of 

grease to go down the drain as youõre clean-

ing up, especially if you rinse with very hot 

water. But hot water cools quickly, and 

so does hot grease. When it cools, it so-

lidifies . Imagine that tiny amount of 
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Ghost Stories of Echo 
Have you had a ghostly experi-

ence or have you heard ghost 

stories about Echo people, 

places or buildings.  If you have 

a story to share, contact Diane 

at city hall for inclusion in a 

book on Echo Ghosts. We are 

interested in stories whether serious or tongue 

in cheek. 

Gardening Tip 
To save your seeds for 

planting next spring, 

glue them to toilet paper 

and lay the toilet paper 

down on the ground 

once it is warm enough to plant the seeds. 

Dog License Renewal 
 It is time to renew dog 

licenses.  The fee is still $12 

for an unaltered dog and $4 

for a spayed or neutered one.  

Dogs must have a current rabies certificate to 

be licensed. You can call Peggy at 376-8411 to 

see if we have a current shot record on file. A 

copy of the license application is enclosed. 

 After March 1 the license fee will 

increase by $10 per month per animal. 

This does not apply to puppies if they are li-

censed within two weeks of turning 6 months.  

New residents have two weeks after moving 

in to license their pets. If licensed within two 

weeks the fees will be prorated. 

 The license is required even if your dog 

remains in your home, yard or kennel. Also 

all dogs must be either confined within a 

vehicle or on a lease when outside their 

yard. The city will cite owners/keepers 

of dog that are not licensed.  

Christmas Lighting Contest:  
 Winners can pickup their prizes at city 

hall.  While there appear to have been fewer 

households that were decorated this year, the 

ones who did decorate were more spectacular 

than nor-

m a l .  

Thanks to 

all who 

p a r t i c i -

pated for 

s h o w i n g 

your com-

m u n i t y 

spirit. The contest is sponsored by the Echo 

Boosters. 

 
Best Over all: Jerrie & Dale Fife, 210 N. Dupont 

 

Animation: Stuart & Lorraine Bance, 640 Kennedy 

 

Traditional: 1.  Kim & Kevin Fife, 301 N Dupont 

         2.  Robert & Marie Rose,  310 S. Bonanza 

         3.  Tim & Jeanette Goldie, 10 S Prescott 

(tie                   Kurt Maness, 300 W. Buckley 

 

Modern: 1.   Steve Haney, 20 N. Front 

  2.  J. Streeter, 301 N. Thielsen 

  3.  M. Green, 121 N. Theilsen 

  (tie) P. Cisneros, 330 W. Bridge 

 

New:    1.  T. Correa, 111 S. Prescott  

  2. J. & T. McLachlan,311 W Bridge-tie 

  Jeanne & Gene Hampton, 811 E. Jane 

  3. Ben & Jessie Campbell, 340 W. Main 

  

Use of Figurines: 1. Jim & Kandy Wortman, 130 S.  

   Prescott 

   2. Carol Neely, 231 W Garden   

       3. Marvin Storz, 101 W. Bridge (tie) 

         Tom & Kay Baker , 101 S. Prescott 

 

Stars   1. Chad & Kristi Ray, 11 Smith Dr. 

   2. E. Middleton, 331 N. Thielsen 

 

Tree/Trees: 1. Eric & Cari Volger, 280 Golf Course  

  2. Gary & Carol Marcum,  16 Smith Dr 

  3. Joe & M. Middleton, 21 S. Thielsen 

 

Fence/Landscape: 1. Dale Ballard, 411 Kennedy 

   2. M. McPherson & S. Cearns, 

    411 W. Halstead  

  (tie)  P. & D. Sherbahn, 550 S. Thielsen 

     

Best Doorway/Entry: 1. Corey & Kathleen Hewlett,  

  150 N. Dupont (tie) 

  Brenda & Larry Hunter, Smith Dr  

  2.  W. Gatchel & G Weatherson,  

    15 Smith Dr. (tie  

  Sandra & Ross Akey, 302 S. Bonanza 

  3.  S. & J. Martin, 100 S. Dupont 
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Skatepark/Park Improve.  
 Another grant has been awarded to the 

skatepark/park improvement project by  

PacifiCorp (PP & L) Foundation. This  $1500 

plus  nearly $150 in con-

tributions in December 

brings the total to date to  

$102,000 plus labor and 

equipment for excavation.  

Grant applications to the 

M e y e r  M e m o r i a l  

Trust, Union Pacific 

Foundation and State 

Parks are pending. 

Kiddies Favorite:  S & L Bance, 640 Kennedy 

  

Unique:     1. Rick & Brenda Denning, 200 N. Dupont 

      2. Nicole Nava, 310 N. Thielsen 

          J. & M. Gaede , 431 W. Halstead (tie) 

      3.Cy & Sarah Haskett, 951 E. Gerone 

 

Commercial:   1. Echo Saloon;  

  2.  RV Park Camp Hosts 

  3. Red Express 

 

Peopleõs Choice:    Jerrie & Dale Fife  

       

 Country: 1. Terese Douglas,  

      Cindy & Jeff Spike  (tie) 

              2. Chris & Jan Zita 

Arboretum Memorials 
Donations to the Arboretum have been re-

ceived in memory of the following people 

 Lynn Rainsberry 

 Robert E. Spike-$205 

 Clinton Madden 

 Jo Williams 

Christmas Thanks  
 The community was very generous this 

year with donations and contributions to the 

annual Christmas Program.  Twenty food 

baskets were delivered to needy families in 

Echo and gifts provided to children. 

 Echo Teachers contributed a pickup 

load of toys gathered at their Christmas 

Party and the school-thanks to a challenge 

from three teachers-gathered 1800 pounds of 

food in the their food drive.  The Hermiston 

Food Express donated 21 boxes of canned & 

packaged foods, ConAgra foods donated 500 

lbs of potatoes and 100 cardboard boxes 

thanks to efforts by Frank Nelsen.  

 Cash Contributions are listed below: 

Curtis & Cecile Bauck    $25 

Bonnie Berry     $25 

Charlotte Berry     $50 

Estie Billing      $10 

Gene & Inge Dieckman    $25 

Bill & Karen Douglas  $155 

Echo Firemen   $300 

Echo Methodist Church  $100 

Dale & Jerrie Fife   $100 

Joyce Mackay     $25 

PacifiCorp/PP & L   $100 

Fritz & Swede Ramos    $20 

Suzanne & Bob Spike    $25 

Marvin & Sandy Storz      $5 

Richard Winter   $100 

 Other Donations: 

Charlotte Berry, Pat & Judy Wood, Dina 

Rancher, Janie & Tom Enright, Judy Webb, 

The Stradley Family, and Alfred & Janice 

Scott took names of children from the giving 

tree and provided gifts for the children listed. 

The Methodist Church and Green Acres 4H 

Club provided food and gifts for one family 

each. The Stanfield Police Department pro-

vided 10 new toys and Cindy Haines two 

stuffed animals. The Pine City Extension 

Club provided 2 bags and a box of food; Food 

was also contributed by: 

Carol & Gary Marcum; 

Sandra & Ross Akey, 

Patsy & Mike Taylor; & 

Mike Madison;  

 Thanks to the city 

crew, volunteer fire men 

and Stanfield Police for 

helping with wrapping, 

sorting food and delivery. 

Cat Spaying  
 Approximately $1100 remains in the 

budget for the cityõs Trap-Neuter-Return Pro-

gram (RNT).  If you have a stray or feral cat 
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Alley Cat Allies  
 Alley Cat Allies is the national non-

profit clearinghouse for information on feral 

and stray cats. For more than a decade Alley 

Cat Allies has advocated Trap-Neuter-Return 

-the most humane and effective method to re-

duce feral cat populations They have pro-

vided the following information on feral cats. 

You can also visit their website at 

www.alleycat.org.for more 

information. 

Myth Busting  

òThe Truth about Cat 

Viruses : FeLV & FIV: 

Feral cats are just as 

healthy as owned cats. 

Most feral cats enjoy excellent health and are 

no more likely to be infected with disease 

than house cats. In fact house cats and feral 

cats contact FeLV and FIV at an equally low 

rate (about 4%). FeLV & FIV are not the #1 

killers of cats...Spaying and neutering 

prevents the spread of viruses in all 

cats. Spaying and Neutering a feral cat col-

ony creates a healthy, stabilized population. 

And, because neutering reduces or eliminates 

the primary mode of virus transmissionñ-

fighting and breedingñcats already infected 

pose little risk to other cats, indoors or out. 

 FeLV and FIV are incurable vi-

ruses that only affect cats. Humans can-

not catch or transmit them.ó 

 Rabies: òAccording to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, there were 

38-laboratory-confirmed human rabies cases 

between 1990 and 2006, with at least seven 

known to have originated outside the U.S.. 

None of these cases were acquired from a 

cat.ó 

 Trap -and -Remove 

doesnõt work: This policy 

which traps cats and kills 

them, has not been success-

ful, the cats that are not 

trapped continue to breed 

until populations are back 

up again.  It also creates a òvacuumó which 

attracts other cats to move into the now 

available territory. This has been docu-

mented world-wide. Trap-Release-Neuter 

does work as cat populations gradually go 

down through attrition. 

 òIf you stop feeding feral cats they 

wonõt simply go away.  A feeding ban will 

not make the cats go away and is, in any 

case, arbitrarily enforced. Why? Cats bond to 

their territory and are opportunistic scaven-

gers that can, if necessary survive on gar-

bage. Under a feeding ban, the cats suffer as 

they search for new sources of food.  

 The fact is feral cats are not the #1 

predator of wildlife.  We are. Studies show 

that the overwhelming cause of the depletion 

is the destruction of natural habitat.. Cats 

are rodent specialists.  Birds make up only 

a small percentage of a catõs diet when he re-

lies solely on hunting for food. In many areas, 

feral cats are valued for managing rodent 

populations.  

Tree Topping Prohibited  
 Just a reminder, Topping of Trees 

along the street right-of-way (ROW) is pro-

hibited by city ordinance.  Permission from 

you would like to have neutered, you can con-

tact city hall to obtain the agreement. 

 You will be required to call Hermiston 

Veterinary Clinic to make an appointment, 

tell them that this animal is being spayed un-

der Echoõs Program at the time you make the 

appointment, take the 

cat to the clinic, pre-

sent the voucher to 

the clinic staff, pickup 

the cat after surgery 

and either release or 

adopt  the  cat .  

 Note that if the 

animal has an ear that has been clipped it 

has already been spayed or neutered, so do 

not take it to the vet.  However if you do take 

a cat in, please have the clinic clip the ear of 

the animal to show that it is neutered, this 

prevents the same animal being recaptured. 

http://www.alleycat.org/
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Library Donations  
Patty Cisnerosñ1 book 

Audrey Anolfoñ4 Videos 

Carol Marcumñ50 books 

Richard Winterñ1 Video 

 The library has 

received $400 from the 

State Judicial Depart-

ment as part of an anti

-trust settlement 

which is to be used for 

purchase of audio ma-

terials/CDs. 

 The Ready to Read Grant has arrived 

and will be funding a winter pre-school & 

family reading program.  The grant is fund-

ing purchase of Little Einstein materials and 

2 childrenõs lap top computers for check out. 

the city is also required before any trees on 

the right-of-way are removed. The ROW is not 

just the paved sec-

tion of the road way 

but the 60 to 80 

foot area that in-

cludes the road, 

parking strip and 

sidewalks.  If in 

doubt, double check 

with city hall before 

topping or removing trees. Even if a tree ser-

vice recommends cutting back a trees 

large limbs ñdo not listen, they are creat-

ing an ongoing problem for you, and a 

job for themselves. It is a myth that trees 

have to be cut back because they are too 

tall! A tree is not dangerous just because 

it is tall.  

 The Following is from the Illinois De-

partment of Natural Resources website. òTree 

topping is expensive, mutilating and obsolete. 

Yet it still occurs widely throughout the Mid-

west. Myth and lack of public understanding 

about proper tree care are two major reasons 

why people pay to have their trees destroyed 

each year.                                                     

What is 

Tree Top-

p i n g ?  

Tree topping 

is the drastic 

removal, or 

cutting back, 

o f  l a r g e 

branches in 

mature trees, leaving large, open wounds 

which subject the tree to disease and decay. 

Topping causes immediate injury to the tree 

and ultimately results in early failure or death 

of the tree.   Other names for this mal-

practice include stubbing, heading, heading -

back, stubbing -off, tipping hatracking, topping 

off, dehorning, lopping, or roundover.  

In short, topping - by any name - is the worst 

thing to do to the health of a tree.                 

 Tree topping should never be confused 

A topped tree after limb regrowth: the new 

limbs are weak, unstable, but abundant. 

Topped trees 

with proper pruning. A topped tree is easy to 

spot - the tree's natural shape has been de-

stroyed, while a properly pruned tree often 

looks as if no work has been done at all. With 

proper pruning, an arborist will spend time 

carefully selecting and removing branches. 

Careful selective pruning retains the tree's 

natural shape and beauty.  Proper pruning is 

an important part of caring for - and protect-

ing - the health of your trees.  

Gardening & A Healthy Life  
 According to the November America in 

Bloom Newsletter: 

45 minutes of Gardening burns as many 

calories as 30 minutes of aerobics. 

Interior plants increase employee produc-

tivity and reduce stress. 

Customers prefer to patronize businesses 

with landscaping and may influence the 

prices they are willing to pay 

 To read more about the benefits of 

plants go the AIB site below. Information 

comes from studies by the University of Illi-

nois Human Environment Research Lab, the 

City of Portland & Florida Nursery and gar-

dening site http://www.americainbloom.org/

Articles/?categoryid=13&articleid=916. 

 

http://www.americainbloom.org/Articles/?categoryid=13&articleid=916
http://www.americainbloom.org/Articles/?categoryid=13&articleid=916

