
 Excerpts from Echo Story Part I & II & 
historic photos from the City of Echo�[s 
Archive. 

The Echo Story Parts 1  provide s information on the prehistory of t he Echo area and 
Umatilla County from  Native American encampments to the story of Fort 
Henrietta, the Oregon militia stockade located across the river from the present 
town of Echo. Archaeology  and historic records on  the Utilla Indian Agency, the first 
agency for the Walla Walla, Umatil la and Cayuse tribes, (1851 -55)  included in the 

book. An excerpt from the book is printed below:        

The Fort Henrietta Site. 

The methodology of excavating the Fort Henrietta Site required 
an unusually patient approach to field archaeology. This was because 
the site had both artifacts and subsurface features requiring the very 
careful removal and screening of dirt. Durin�P�� �š�Z���� �•�]�š���[�•�� �Œ���‰�����š������
occupation over centuries, thousands of small artifacts- from the stone 
chipping debris of the Native Americans to nineteenth century square-
cut nails- became buried in the fine loess soil.  

 
The small 

and varied items had been subsequently 
trampled and mixed together in a sheet of 
artifacts that covered the entire fort site 
and beyond. The soil mixing must have 
been intense when the site was a stopping 
point for hundreds of Oregon Trail wagons, 
and later when 300 Oregon Militia troops 
with their horses crowded into and around 
�š�Z�����(�}�Œ�š�[�•�� �•�š�}���l�������� �Á���o�o�•�X���d�Z���� �u�µ�o�š�]�š�µ������ �}�(��
lost and discarded small artifacts, many 
showing the evidence of trampling and breakage, required the archaeology students and volunteers to 
screen all of the excavated soil with a very close inspection of everything removed from the ground. 

Another element of the site (remarkable in light of the intensive use of the area), was that traces 
could still be identified of the construction which occurred during the 1851-1856 Indian Agency and 
Militia Fort occupation. It was discovered that at some point, the dirt area surrounding the Indian Agency 
had been covered with planks of split cottonwood. Planked roadways were common at the time the 
Utilla Agency was active, but no historical accounts mention this feature. The planking, once a widely 
practiced method of creating a cheap and effective road in the West, from bustling San Francisco city 
streets to the Barlow Road route of the Oregon Trail, was a means of reducing the wagon wheel rutting 
caused by mud or sand. Given the heavy traffic the Utilla Agency experienced from wagons and 

Artist�[s concept for Fort 
Henrietta based on 
historical documents and 
archaeology 


