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Arbor Day Fun  
 Two adult activities are planned this 

year  to celebrate Arbor Day.  On the last page 

of the newsletter is  a  list of items for an 

Adult Arbor Day Scavenger Hunt.  Clip the 

list out, paste it on a 

paper sack and turn 

it in at city hall by 

noon on Arbor Day, 

April 17. The first 

person to turn in the 

most items from the 

list  will win a prize.   

 The second 

activity is an Arbor 

Day trivia contest.  

Again, the first person to turn in an entry 

with the most correct answers will win a prize.  

Tree Trivia must be turned in by April 17 at 

noon at city hall. The trivia list is on the last 

page of the newsletter also.   

 Among the prizes are a DVD Player, a 

decorative  metal trellis and trees.  

Urgent Help Needed  
 We need information from Echo 

residents to justify an income survey to 

show that we qualify for a community de-

velopment block grant for the sewer sys-

tem upgrades. To qualify we need ot have 

over 51% of households with low to mod-

erate income.  If we qualify for a block 

grant the amount that sewer rates 

will be increased will be substan-

tially lower than if we have to borrow 

the money elsewhere.  

 Justification for a new income sur-

vey will be based on the loss of income 

and jobs related to the Simplot plant clo-

sure.  Please answer the questions 

below . You donõt have to provide you 

name, just answer the questions below 

and drop it by city hall.  You can even 

place the answers in the drop box on the 

door. 

____________________________________ 

1) Were you employed by Simplot?  

____________________________ 

 

2) If not employed by Simplot did 

the plant closure result in either 

a job loss or substantial loss of in-

come? 

________________________________ 

 

3) Are you currently employed?  

_______________________________ 

 

4) Are you earning more, the same, 

or less than what you did in 2004?  

____________________________________ 

Tree City USA ñ19 years  
 From 1989 to 2007 Echo has been Ore-

gonõs Smallest Tree City USA recipient and 

one of only 3 in Eastern Oregon. It is an honor 

our community can take great pride in.   

 The city will re-

ceive Tree City USA 

Awards at the Tree 

Fair at the school com-

mons on Thursday 

April 17 at 6 pm.  

 The City will 

also receive a Tree 

Growth Award. Katie 



2 

Annual Clean -up Week  
 Tuesday, April 1 through Monday, 

April 7, 2008  Sanitary Disposal, the local gar-

bage company, will hold its annual spring 

clean-up week. During this week customers  

in good standing will receive up to a $12.50 

discount off of each load they haul to the 

transfer station.  

 This means, loads measuring up to 2.5 

cubic yards with a maximum weight of 454 

lbs. can be disposed of free of charge. This in-

cludes all acceptable solid waste with the ex-

ception of tires, which will be charged at the 

regular rate.  

Meter Reading  
 Most water bills will show an increase 

this month, as this is the first meter reading 

since Oct. 15.  From December through 

March customers are charged at the mini-

Tree Fair  
 The annual Tree, Science and Book 

Fair at the School will begin at 5:30 pm with 

science fair awards followed by Tree Fair 

awards at 6:00 pm.   

 The City will provide refreshments, 

balloons, door prizes and will receive Tree 

City Awards from State Forester David King.  

Prizes for the scavenger hunts and Arbor Day 

Trivia Contest will 

be awarded and 

Mayor Richard 

Winter will read 

the Arbor Day 

Proclamation.  

Lompa, State 

Urban Forester 

for Eastern 

Oregon, reports 

that:  

òOut of the 49 

communities to 

receive a Tree 

C i t y  U S A 

award, only Corvallis, Eagle Point, Echo, La 

Grande, Lebanon, Medford, Tualatin and 

Wilsonville received the Growth Award this 

year.  

 The Idaho Arbor Day Site reminds us 

why it is important to remain a Tree City: 

òGood Things Happen When You Plant Trees. 

Trees are the earths oldest living organisms. 

For centuries trees have provided people with 

a means to survive in a hostile environment. 

Trees are a miracle at work. They improve air 

and water quality; reduce heating and cooling 

costs; provide a cool and beautiful place to 

live, work and play; are a renewable source of 

fuel, shelter, foodéó 

Kiwanis Cleanup  
 The Kiwanis Cleanup has been re -

scheduled to Saturday, April 26.  This is  their 

second annual Spring Cleanup. The club will 

concentrate on picking up debris and helping 

the elderly or disabled 

members of the commu-

nity.   

 Phyllis Shovelski, 

Kiwanis representative, 

said that they welcome 

the names of needy peo-

ple in the community 

that could use their help with yard cleanup.  

Others who would like to help  with this com-

munity project may contact her as well.  

P h o n e :  3 7 6 - 8 5 4 3 ,  e m a i l  p s h o v -

els@minutemanpress.com 

Memorial Fund  
 Cy Haskett has helped arrange estab-

lishment of a memorial fund at Columbia 

River Bank called the Thaddeus McAuslan 

Memorial Fund.  Donations to the fund will 

help the family with funeral arrangements 

and other necessities.  

 Our deepest condolences to Cindy, 

David, Ethan and Kylie.  A plaque will be 

placed in the Arboretum in Thaddeusõ  name.  

mum rate. Any usage above the minimum of 

3000 gallons per month is charged in April.  



3 

Oregon Geology  
 Geology is a visual subject, challenging 

us to understand time and global change. 

Oregonõs history and 

geology are inti-

mately connected, 

from the spectacular 

eruption of Mt. Ma-

zama nearly seven 

thousand years ago 

to current questions 

of water availability 

in the Klamath Basin.  

 The Echo Library is pleased to host an 

Oregon Chautauqua program from the Ore-

gon Council for the Humanities. Geologist 

Janet L. Brown will discuss the important 

relationship between our land and ourselves 

in Changing Perspectives on Oregonõs 

Geology . This free, public program will take 

place on April 9 at 7 pm at the auditorium 

at the Echo City Hall .  

 Oregonõs distinctive landscapes provide 

a story of four hundred million years of geo-

logic changes, influenced 

by human processes in the 

last few millennia . Some 

geologists theorize that we 

are living in a new age ñ

the Anthropogene (Age of 

Man)ñbecause human in-

teraction with the natural 

environment is causing 

rapid acceleration of 

change. Janet Brown brings 25 years of ex-

perience with the U.S. Geologic Survey to this 

examination of the interplay between geologic 

and human history.  

 OCH is an independent, nonprofit af-

filiate of the National Endowment for the Hu-

manities that is dedicated to the belief that 

knowledge and ideas are fundamental to the 

health of our communities. More information 

about OCHõs programs and publications, 

which include Oregon Chautauqua, Human-

ity in Perspective, and Oregon Humanities 

magazine, can be found at www.oregonhum. 

org. 

Urban Forestry Programs  
New homeowners:  A few years ago the city 

started a program to encourage new residents 

to appreciate the cityõs urban forest program 

by presenting new homeowners (doesnõt apply 

to rentals) with a new 

tree.  The tree are  ex-

pected to be delivered 

in mid April.  

50/50 Trees:  The city 

will continue its pro-

gram of providing 

about a dozen trees on 

a first come basis to 

residents willing to pay 1/2 of the cost of the 

tree and plant it in their yard or along the 

street right - of-way.  Both trees suitable for 

planting under power lines and large shade 

trees have been ordered.  

America in Bloom/Parks  
 Arboretum: The TRCI inmate work 

crew spruced up the arboretum in preparation 

of Arbor Day last week.  Weeding, laying bark 

and tree limb removal have made the arbore-

tum ready for visitors. They also applied a 

new coat of preservative to the arboretum ga-

zebo. 

 George Park:  The TRCI crew also 

weeded, trimmed and placed barked in park 

flower beds.  

 Thanks to Lloyd and 

Lois Piercy for the donation 

of several sacks of daffodil 

bulbs.  Piercy not only do-

nated the bulbs, but 

planted them in the park.  

 Mo n t e  Na ug he r 

planted the rest of the donated bulbs in the 

bark along the Thielsen Street tree row.  They 

are just starting to break through the ground 

and will add a bright spot of color in the next 

couple of weeks. 

 Museum Garden :  The Inmate 

Crew also removed grass, violets and thinned 

overgrown plants in the Museum Park.  New 

plants will be added to this garden later in the 

http://www.oregonhum.org
http://www.oregonhum.org


Debris Piles Prohibited 
 As we prepare for the America in 

Bloom Judges visit and spruce up the town, 

we ask that everyone do there part to make 

their yard and house look good.  Please honor 

the cityõs offensive littering ordinance and do 

not pile yard debris, lumber or other materi-

als on the street right 

of way.   

  The Cityõs 

Offensive Littering or-

dinance provides: òA 

person commits the of-

fense of offensive litter-

ing...:[by] Discarding 

or depositing any 

rubbish, trash, garbage, debris or other 

refuse...upon any public way ..ó  

 If you pile debris, yard clipping or 

limbs on the street right -of-way, you can be 

cited. Such piles are becoming prevalent 

around town again and we ask that people  

month. The Echo Garden Club has do-

nated $50 toward renovating this park 

and Colleen Williams  has donated 

plants.  

 Main Street : Last fall members of 

the Kiwanis Club planted spring bulbs in 

planters and gardens along Main Street.  The 

bulbs are just peaking out of the ground and 

will soon be adding early color to Main Street.  

 Sprague Street Garden : Jerry 

Gaunt and Gene Hampton have been working 

to beautify an undeveloped section of Sprague 

Street Right -of-way abutting the Methodist 

Church. Plans include establishing a garden 

along the 

rear of 

the site, 

building a 

fire pit for 

e v e n i n g 

g a t h e r -

ings, add-

i n g 

benches, 

lawn and 

rocks. Do-

nations toward this project can be given di-

rectly to the church or through the America 

in Bloom program at city hall. Master Gar-

dener Rudolph has offered to develop the gar-

den area. 

 Dupont Entry Xeriscape : You 

may have noted the piles of river rock and 

boulder between the Dupont Railroad Cross-

ing and Thielsen Street at the north end of 

town.  Work will soon begin to landscape this 

parcel with rock and antique farm equip-

m e n t .  

S i n c e 

the par-

cel is so 

l a r g e , 

the pro-

ject will 

b e 

pha se d 

into a 

two to 

three year project. Some of the rock will also 

be used at the Golf Course Road and Gerone 

Street intersection to further improve the 

look of this area.  

Community Victory Garden : Irvine 

Williams and Master Gardeners Rudolph, 

Shannon Madison and  Linda Muller  will 

seek council endorsement for a Community 

Victory Garden along Prescott Street near the 

Main Street intersection.  The Tefft family is 

allowing the use of the vacant lot for the gar-

dens.  The proposal is to construct raised beds 

for organic fruits and vegetables as funs al-

low.  Community mem-

bers can sponsor beds by 

making donations or 

sponsoring a memorial 

garden for friends or 

family members.   

 Funding will be 

used for top soil, posts or 

timbers for the raised 

beds, plants, seeds and 

fencing to keep out ani-

mals.  


